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with a calumet, two rolls of tobaceo, and a letter in which he
told the Chaouanons that the Illinois had not stirred from their
mats and that he knew not what nation struck the blow; that
he intended to have the roads kept open so that they might
come in all safety to the French, and he would make peace
with the Tllinois. -

The Chaouanons received this letter at la Belle riviére.
This is the answer given to Monsieur de St. Clin.

“We are all Iroquois here, masters of this river, the Iroquois
of Montreal and Sault St. Louis. We look upon the Chaoua-
nons as our children. We beg thes to try and get back the
prisoners, to send them to us and we shall be satisfied. The
Chaouanon chiefs have gowe to show thy letter to their village,
and to consult together whether they will go and see thee at
the end of the winter or in the spring. There 1s one Joncaire
(a savage) who hopes to go and see thee.”

The Chaouanons did not go to see Monsieur de St. Clin last
spring. He fears that the French they had in their power
have been killed, for a rumor has been current for some time
that a Frenchman and woman have been killed. and that the
Chaouanons have taken to the Chikachas four women bound.
This was told him by an Illinois who had it from a Misamis.

Monsieur de Celoron had already informed me of this and
that the Ouyatanons had sent back one of the said prisoners
to the Chaouanons.

We must not be grieved at the Ouyatanons having struck a
blow at the Chaouanons, and T am writing to Monsieur de St.
Clin that there would not have been much harm in stopping
the quarrel this affair might have occasioned between the
Chaounanons and the Illinois, beeause it would be in our inter-
est to destroy those Chaouanons by getting the nations to wage
war against them.

With regard to the French who have remained in the power
of the Chaonanons, perhaps the arrival of the Chaouanons
whom the Ouyatanons have sent back, will have procured them
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